
“To end all wars…” 

At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918 formal hostilities of World War I 
ended. It was known as the “Great War” because of the loss of life – 20 million killed and 20 
million injured. It was also the “War to end all wars”. But 21 years after the guns fell silent 
they could be heard one again across Europe as World War II broke out. 60 million people 
died. Since then there has not been a day’s peace across the world – wars still continue to 
be waged. Why? Why are we unable to stop war? 

A mechanic has to diagnose what is wrong with a car in order to repair it. A doctor needs to 
figure out what is wrong with a patient in order to provide the right treatment. We need to 
understand what causes wars so we can work out how to prevent them. 

What causes wars? 

The Bible records these words of Jesus: 
“For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 

adultery, greed, malice, envy, deceit…” Mark 7:21-22 

Jesus is saying the human heart is the ultimate source of the problem. These characteristics 
left unchecked cause wars. I want… I will have it… No-one will get in my way… I will kill if I 
have to. We have to examine ourselves honestly to see the painful truth in these words, and 
see ourselves on this spectrum. 

What causes wars to cease? 

Anne Frank famously wrote these words: 
“Until all humanity, without exception, undergoes a change, wars will continue to be 

waged…” 

She emphasizes the need for everyone to change. If the human heart is the source of the 
problem, we need new hearts. But that is something we cannot do. God makes this promise: 

 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart 
of stone and give you a heart of flesh…” Ezekiel 36:26 

In order to receive this new heart and inner strength to live in peace and love all God asks is 
that we acknowledge the true state of our hearts and seek his help to obey him in the future 
and seek his forgiveness for the things we have already done wrong. God also promises: 

“I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sin no more…” Jeremiah 31:34 

Remembering 

At Remembrance time Christians gratefully remember the men and women who gave their 
lives in wars to secure the peace and future we enjoy. We also remember Jesus who gave 
his life to secure for us an eternal future without fear of punishment for the things we have 
done wrong. Jesus did this by his death on the cross. He died taking upon himself the 
punishment we deserve for our wrongdoing. How did he do this? If you break my phone and 
apologize and I forgive you, I pay for its repair. God forgives us but pays with his life the 
penalty for our wrongdoing. In response Christians strive, with God’s help, to live according 
to God’s laws in love and peace with all people – the beginning of the end of war. 
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