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English



English 

Techniques to use in 
your writing:

Definition Example 

Alliteration Repeating a consonant sound to create a 
particular sound or tone.

“The four best bets for better business”

Opinions Saying what you think or feel about a certain 
topic. 

I find the whole thing completely and entirely 
disgusting. This should not be happening in today’s 
society. 

Facts Writing something that is true and can be 
proven. 

Hartford is in the Cheshire West and Chester authority.

Rhetorical question A question asked in order to prompt further 
thought or to make a point rather than to get an 
answer. 

If not me, then who? If not now, then when? 

Emotive language Words/ phrases deliberately used to evoke a 
powerful feeling from the reader i.e. sympathy, 
anger. 

With just one pound a day, you could transform the life 
of these poor, starving, innocent animals. 

Statistics A fact that is supported by numerical data. Over 60% of children on the planet are suffering due to 
the cost of living crisis. 

Eye-witness quotation/ 
expert quotation

Direct speech from a person who witnessed an 
event/ direct speech from someone who has an 
in-depth understanding of the topic.

“We are losing ground in the fight to end child labour” 
said the Unicef chief, Henrietta Fore

Rule of three The use of three sentences, adjectives, nouns, 
questions etc. 

This situation is disgusting, shocking and appalling. 

Repetition Using the same word or phrase in the same 
sentence, paragraph, or throughout your writing. 
You may choose a phrase to repeat between 
paragraphs, or a word to repeat within a 
sentence.

We see this happening time after time, again and 
again. 

HT4 – Y7 - Non-Fiction WritingFiction vs. Non-Fiction
Non-fiction texts are based on facts and 
real life, while fiction texts are made up. 

Types (conventions/forms) of 
Non-fiction Texts:

Article: Usually for a newspaper or a 
magazine – gives information, 
thoughts, facts and details on a certain 
topic. 
Autobiography: A book that 
somebody writes about themselves. 
Usually covers their life in chronological 
order. 
Report: Includes information about 
something that has happened. Usually 
gives facts and statistics about the 
topic. 
Diary: Written in first person, a diary is 
a recollection of events that happened 
in someone’s life, in chronological order. 
Usually displays thoughts, feelings and 
opinions 
Speech: Written to be said aloud. A 
text which aims to persuade, inspire, 
inform or motivate a group of people.  
Letter: A written communication, 
from one person to another. Would be 
posted and received a day or two later.



Audience
All writing has an intended audience – from emails, to text messages, ingredients on a cereal package to political speeches - even graffiti on a wall. 
The intended audience are the readers you expect to engage with the text.
In the case of direct messages – such as emails, texts or hand-written letters – the audience is usually the one or two people you address the message 
to. In this case the language and style of your writing will change according to a number of factors, including how well you know the recipient.
For example, you might use chatty language with emoticons and abbreviations in an email to a close friend. However in a job application email, 
you’d be expected to use formal language with full words and sentences.
Other texts, such as newspaper articles, blogs or leaflets are intended for a broader audience. In this context, you are unlikely to know your readers 
personally and so you need to make assumptions about them. Some writers have an ‘ideal’ reader in mind. You might consider the following things 
about your reader:
• age
• gender
• culture
• specialist knowledge
• hobbies
• political leanings
Knowing your audience allows you to choose language and a style that will appeal to them.

Purpose
What will your writing ‘do’?
The purpose of a text is the reason for writing. There are 
many reasons for writing. You might be writing to:
• share information
• give instructions on how to do something
• persuade someone that you are right
• persuade a group of people to buy a product
• review a film or website
• explain why you’re the best person for a job
Think about your purpose before you start:
What do you want your writing to achieve?
How do you expect your reader to feel as a result of reading?
For example, if your purpose were to instruct a beginner how 
to fold an origami swan, your language would need to be 
clear and concise. Simple language and imperatives would 
help convey your message.
If your purpose were to persuade a group of voters to 
support a political campaign, your writing would need to be 
exciting and dynamic. Rhetorical language combined with 
facts and figures might help to sway your readers.

When should you start a new paragraph?Time Periods
Texts vary when they are written in different time periods. If a text is produced in the 18th

or 19th century, the sentence structures will be different and there will be some vocabulary 
that we are not familiar with.  

Life was very different 100 years ago, and even more different 200 years ago, so there 
will be different ideas and information about things like:
• How children were treated
• How women were treated
• How different races and religions were treated
• What rights people did/didn’t have 

Tone refers to the mood or feel of your writing, e.g. should your tone be:
• Friendly and chatty, or distant and polite?
• Sarcastic, pleading, or dismissive?
• Upbeat and positive, or calm and controlled?

Structure refers to the way you present your writing, e.g. should you use:
• Full sentences and paragraphs?
• Subheadings and bullet points?
• A sequence of linked paragraphs that lead to a final conclusion?



Science



Science: 7J

7J 

 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free. 15 

 

Summary Sheets 

Electrical circuits 
Electricity is a flow of charges. Electricity can flow through conductors but not through 
insulators. Metals are good conductors of electricity. Plastics are good insulators. 

For current to flow in a circuit, you need: 

● a complete circuit with no gaps 

● a cell or power supply. 

We can use models to help us to think about electricity and circuits. One model for a circuit is a 
central heating system. The boiler and pump represent the cell, the pipes represent the wires, and 
the radiators represent bulbs. 

Symbols 

Component Symbol Component Symbol Component Symbol 

cell  bulb  ammeter  

switch  resistor  voltmeter  

Measuring electricity 

● Current is the amount of electricity flowing in the circuit. 

● It is measured using an ammeter connected in series. 

● The units for current are amps (A). 

● Voltage provides the ‘push’ and energy. 

● It is measured using a voltmeter connected in parallel. 

● The units are volts (V).  

Resistance 
The resistance of a circuit is a way of saying how easy or difficult it is for electricity to flow. 

● High resistance = hard for electricity to flow = small current. 

● Low resistance = easy for electricity to flow = large current. 

Thin wires and resistors have high resistances. Thick wires have low resistances. 
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Series and parallel circuits 
Circuits can be series or parallel circuits. 

Series circuit 

 

Parallel circuit 

 

If one bulb breaks, all the others go off. 

The current is the same everywhere. 

If you put more bulbs in they will be dimmer, 
because it is harder for the electricity to get 
through. The resistance of the circuit is higher 
with more bulbs. 

If one bulb breaks, the bulbs in the other 
branches stay on. 

The current splits up when it comes to a 
branch. The current in all the branches adds up 
to the current in the main part of a circuit. 

If you add more bulbs, they stay bright. It is 
easier for the current to flow with more 
branches, because there are more ways for the 
charges to go. 

Safety 
Electricity can be dangerous if it is not used properly. It can cause: 

● fires 

● burns 

● shocks that can stop your heart or lungs working. 

The wiring in houses is designed to be safe. 

● Fuses are used in plugs. They melt if the current gets too high. A fuse has a rating that shows 
what current it can carry without melting. It is important to use the correct fuse. 

● Circuit breakers also cut off the current if it gets too high. They protect the ring mains in 
buildings (loops of parallel circuits). 

● Cables have three colour-coded inner wires. The live and neutral wires are part of the circuit. 
The earth wire works with the fuse for safety. 
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Hazards 
● A hazard is something that can cause harm. 

● Chemicals are labelled with hazard symbols to warn people of potential dangers. 

● Some common hazard symbols are: 

 

Risk WS 
● A risk is the chance that a hazard will actually cause harm. 
● Risks can be reduced by taking precautions. E.g. wearing eye protection to prevent chemicals 

splashing in your eyes or tying long hair back to prevent it catching fire in a Bunsen flame. 

Acids 
● Common substances at home that contain acids include: citric acid, vinegar, fizzy drinks and 

car battery acid. 

● Acids have a sour taste. 

● Most concentrated acids are corrosive. If they are added to water they become more dilute. 
Dilute acids are less hazardous. Many dilute acids are irritant. 

Alkalis 
● Common substances at home that contain alkalis include: toothpaste, drain cleaner, oven 

cleaner. 

● Many alkalis are metal hydroxide solutions. 

● An alkali can be described as a soluble base. A base is any substance, soluble or insoluble, 
that neutralises an acid forming a salt and water. 

Indicators 
● Indicators change colour and can be used to detect acids, alkalis and neutral solutions. 

● Litmus is a common indicator. 

Solution Colour of litmus 
acid red 

neutral purple 
alkali blue 



7F 

Page 2 of 3 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free. 15 

Summary Sheets 

pH scale 
● A numbered scale from 1 to 14. 

● Acids have a pH less than 7. The lower the pH, the more acidic the substance is. The lower the 
pH, the more hazardous the acid is. 

● Neutral solutions have pH 7. 

● Alkalis have a pH more than 7. The higher the pH, the more alkaline the substance is. 
The higher the pH, the more hazardous the alkali is. 

strong acid weak acid neutral weak alkali strong alkali 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

stomach vinegar 
acid 

fizzy skin
drinks 

pure 
water 

indigestion 
powder 

washing oven 
powder cleaner 

lemon juice milk  toothpaste  

Neutralisation 
● This is a reaction between an acid and an alkali. 

acid + alkali → salt + water 

● It is also a reaction between an acid and a base. 

acid + base → salt + water 

Word equation 
● This summarises a reaction by writing the names of the substances you start with and the 

names of the new substances that are made. 

● Reactants are the substances you start with and are written on the left side of the word 
equation. 

● Products are the new substances that are made and are written on the right side of the word 
equation. 

● There is an arrow between the reactants and products. The arrow means ‘react to form’. Do not 
write an equals sign, =. 

● For example 

hydrochloric acid + sodium hydroxide → sodium chloride + water 

Hydrochloric acid and sodium hydroxide are the reactants. 

Sodium chloride and water are the products. 

Notice the arrow between the reactants and the products. 

Science: 7F
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Salts 
● Salts are made when an acid reacts with an alkali or a base. 

● Salts names are made of two words. 

● The first part of the name of the salt is the same as the metal in the alkali or base. 

● The second part of the name of the salt comes from the acid. 

Acid Second part of the 
name of the salt 

Example 

hydrochloric acid chloride Zinc chloride is made from zinc oxide and 
hydrochloric acid 

nitric acid nitrate Magnesium nitrate is made from magnesium oxide 
and nitric acid 

sulfuric acid sulfate Copper sulfate is made from copper oxide and 
sulfuric acid 

Neutralisation in everyday life 
● Antacids are indigestion remedies. People take these medicines if they have indigestion 

caused by too much acid in the stomach. The antacid contains a base that neutralises the 
extra acid. 

● Soil can become too acidic for some crops to grow. Farmers spread lime (a base) on the soil 
to neutralise the acid. 

● Toothpaste contains a mild alkali to neutralise the acid in our mouths. 

● Alkalis are used to neutralise the acidic gases coming out of power stations. 

● Sulfuric acid reacts with iron oxide in rust and removes it from the surface of an object. 

Science: 7F
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History 



History 



Research:
Research what the Field of the Cloth of Gold was

What is meant by the term Renaissance?

Who was John Calvin and why was he important to the  
Reformation?
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The Changing Coast

Key words:
Erosion
Hydraulic action
Abrasion
Attrition
Headland
Transportation
Longshore drift
Fetch
Prevailing wind
Deposition
Spit
Constructive
Destructive

Waves are the main action of change at 
the coast. There are two types of waves 
Destructive waves. These are powerful 
and erode, they have high energy. 
Constructive and gentle lapping waves 
and build beaches through disposition.

Factors that affect the type of wave are : 
the strength of the wind, the time the 
wind has blown for and the distance the 
wave has travelled called the FETCH

Destructive waves have the 
power to erode the coast. 
There are four types of erosion 
at the coast

These process of erosion create some 
distinctive landforms

Caves arches stacks and stumps form on headlands.

A wave cut platform is formed at the 
base of a cliff and can exist between a 
stack and the headland

Durdle Door in Dorset is an example of a 
Natural Arch

Geography - The Changing Coast



The Changing Coast

Constructive waves create features of 
Deposition.

Coastal deposition. When the sea loses energy, it drops 
the sand, rock particles and pebbles it has been carrying. 
This is called deposition. Deposition happens when the 
swash is stronger than the backwash and is associated 
with constructive waves

Waves move sediment eroded by the coast Destructive waves have 
more energy and are 
able to move larger 
pieces of sediment

Longshore drift is the 
movement of material along 
the coast. Swash moves 
sediment up the beach at an 
angle and backwash moves it 
straight back down the beach. 
In this wat sediment can be 
moved along the coast.

As sediment is moved along the coast features of 
deposition are created. When a coastline changes 
direction LSD will NOT change. Deposition will continue 
as before. This can create features such as sand spits to 
form, often at the mouths of rivers.

Hurst Spit in 
Hampshire on the 
south coast of 
England

Beaches are an important feature of coastal deposition as 
constructive waves with their strong swash push sediment 
on shore

Geography - The Changing Coast
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Overview  The Baptism of Jesus 
Key Vocabulary 

 
Jesus 

 
Christ 

 
Messiah 

 
Influence 

 
Communities 

 
Resurrection 

 
Beliefs 

 
Symbolism 

 
Disciples 

 
Duties 

 
Choices 

 
Sacrifice 

 
Morality 

-Jesus (also known as Jesus Christ or Jesus of 
Nazareth) was a preacher and religious leader. 

 
-He is the central figure of Christianity. Jesus was 

born a Jew, but went on to begin Christianity. 
 

-Most Christians believe that he is God the Son in 
human form. He is also thought of as the Messiah. 

 
-His birth, actions, teaching, death and resurrection 

are extremely important for Christians. 
 

-Jesus influenced many of his followers whilst alive, 
and continues to influence many people today. 

 
 
 
 

 

 Jesus’ Early Life  

-Except for the story of his birth, very little is known 
about the early life of Jesus. 

-Most of the accounts of his life then jump 30 years to the 
time at which he was baptised by John the Baptist. 

-It is thought that Jesus grew up around the town of Nazareth, raised 
by Mary and Joseph, alongside his brothers and sisters. 

-It is likely that Jesus would have learnt his fathers’ trade as a 
carpenter/ builder before leaving home. 

 John the Baptist 

-It is thought that 
Jesus and John the 
Baptist knew one 

another when young. 
-When John and Jesus were aged 
about 30, John began preaching 
about ‘turning away from sins’ 

and being baptised.  
-He attracted large crowds. 

Jesus’ Baptism  

-Jesus came to John 
at the River Jordan 

to be baptised. 
-John was hesitant to baptise 
someone as special as Jesus. 

-At the moment of his baptism, 
the heavens opened, a light 

beamed on Jesus, and God spoke 
to him. Jesus realised his mission. 

   

The Importance of Jesus 
 

Information about his Life 

-Almost all scholars agree that Jesus existed historically, and that he 
was a Galilean (a person from Galilee, a region of Israel). 

 -There is also evidence that he was baptised by John the Baptist. 
-He is known to have been a preacher, who told his message of God 

to others, and attracted many followers. 
-Jesus was crucified (executed on a cross) by order of Pontius Pilate, a Roman governor 

leading in the area. After his death, his followers began the Christian faith. 

 

 
     

 

The Twelve Disciples 

-After spending time in the desert reflecting on the events of his baptism, Jesus returned 
to Galilee and preached the good news of God. He began to choose his disciples. 

-The first four disciples were fisherman: Simon, Andrew, James and John. 
-Simon became known as Peter – a name that Jesus gave him. 

-The next disciples chosen was a tax collector named Matthew, also known as Levi. 
-The other disciples were: Phillip, Bartholomew, Thomas, James 

(son of Alphaeus), Simon (the patriot), Judas (son of James), 
and Judas Iscariot (this is the Judas who became the traitor). 

-All of the disciples immediately followed Jesus when he asked. 
-Jesus sent the disciples around villages to share God’s message. 

Christian Beliefs 

-Christians believe that Jesus was conceived (created) by the Holy 
Spirit and was born to a virgin named Mary. 

-They also believe that he performed miracles, for example healing 
the sick and creating food and drink for those in need. 

-Christians believe that Jesus died to save humans, who had committed many sins. After 
being crucified, he was resurrected (raised from the dead) before rising to heaven. 
-Jesus’ main message was that people should love – love God and love each other. 

-Many Christians devote their lives to good causes in the same way as Jesus did. 

 

 
 

  

Personal Spirituality – Key Questions 

Which communities do 
you belong to? 

How do your 
communities 

make you feel? 

Which people are 
important in your 

own life? 

Who influences you in 
your life? 

What things do 
you believe? Why? 

What are some 
difficult choices that 

you make in your life? 

Why are they 
important? 

What makes 
them special? 

Head of Christ by Walter Sallman, 1940.   

What does sacrifice 
mean to you? 
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Mi vida
escolar

Los adjetivos (describing facilities)

Bonito/a Pretty

Pequeño/a Small

Antiguo/a Old

Moderno/a Modern

Feo/a Ugly

Grande Big

Fenomenal Great

Fatal Awful

Personas (people)

Mi profe de inglés My English teacher

Mi profe de español My Spanish teacher

Mi profe de francés My French teacher

Mi profe de arte My Art teacher

Mi profe de teatro My Drama teacher

Mi profe de religión My R.E teacher

Mi profe de educación física My P.E teacher

Mi profe de música My Music teacher

Mi profe de geografía My Geography teacher

Mi profe de historia My History teacher

Mi profe de tecnología My D.T teacher

Mi profe de informática My I.C.T teacher

Mi profe de ciencias My Science teacher

Mi profe de matemáticas My Maths teacher

El director/a The Head teacher

Los alumnos Students

Preguntas (questions)

¿Qué tal los profes? Do you like your teachers?

¿Qué haces durante el 
recreo?

What do you do at break?

¿Qué hay en tu insti? What is there in your school?

¿Cómo es tu uniforme 
escolar? 

What is your school uniform 
like?

¿Qué piensas de tu insti? Do you like your school?

El instituto (facilities)

Un gimnasio A gym

Un pátio A yard

Un comedor A canteen

Una piscina A pool

Un campo de fútbol A football pitch

Una biblioteca A library

Unos laboratorios Some labs

Unas aulas Some classrooms

Unos baños Some toilets

Los verbos (verbs)

Como I eat

Bebo I drink

Juego I play

Hago I do

Leo I read

Mando / Escribo I send 

Los adjetivos (describing teachers)

Divertido/a Fun

Aburrido/a Boring

Generoso/a Generous

Raro/a Strange

Tonto/a Silly

Serio/a Serious

Simpático/a Nice

Tímido/a Shy

Estricto/a Strict

Amable Kind

Valiente Brave

Inteligente Smart

Comida y bebida (food and drink)

Un bocadillo A sandwich 

Unos caramelos Some sweets

Una chocolatina A chocolate bar

Fruta Fruit

Agua Water

Zumo Juice

Un Refresco A fizzy drinks

Deportes (sports)

Fútbol Football

Baloncesto Basketball

Ajedrez Chess

Sustantivos (nouns)

Mis deberes My homework

Mensajes (SMS) Messages

Libros Books

El uniforme (uniform)

Una falda A skirt

Una corbata A tie

Una chaqueta A blazer

Una camisa A shirt

Un jersey A jumper

Unos pantalones Some trousers

Unos zapatos Some shoes 

Unas medias Some tights

Unos calcetines Some socks
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Year 7 IT Half Term 4 Understanding Computers  - Part B

What is a storage 
device?
A piece of computer 
equipment on which 
information can be 
stored.

Storage Devices

Rules of Binary 
Addition

0 + 0 = 0
0 + 1 = 1
1 + 1 = 10
1 + 1 + 1 = 11

Convergence New Technologies
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML)
Quantum Computing.
Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)
Internet of Things (IoT)
Robotic Process Automation (RPA)
Blockchain

IT - Understanding Computers - Part B
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ART - Greek Pots
Year 7 HT 4 

Key Vocabulary
Narrative, Sgraffito, Communication, Scratch, Clay, Design, Pattern, Ancient, Modern, Geometric, 
decoration, frieze.

Deliberate Practice:
• Research the history of Greek Pots
• Find out what the technique sgraffito is.
• Design your own Greek pot based on modern day 

events. Your design should include pattern and 
images and should use colours inspired by Greek 
pots.

Careers Link: Ceramiscist
• What objects do Ceramicists make?
• Which area of the UK is famed for its 

pottery?
• Look at the work of Grayson Perry. Can 

you see similarities in his work and 
that of the Ancient Greeks?
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Design & Technology - Control

V 

_______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ 

_______________ 

COMPONENTS & SYMBOLS 
 

Machines, tools and safety wear 
 

Coping Saw 
Pillar 
Drill 

 Belt sander

 

Fret 
Saw 

Design and Technology Knowledge organiser YEAR 7 control 
 

_______________ _____________ 

Resistor 
Transistor 

Buzzer LDR 
Battery 

Safety Glasses 

KEY WORDS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS 
 
Component:          a part that combines with other parts to make      
                                 something bigger (your circuit) 
 
Target market:     the group of people for which your product is  
                                Aimed at. Who is likely to buy or use it.  
 
Sensor:                   a device that detects and responds to a type  
                                Of input (light/heat/motion/pressure etc)           
 
Transistor              a component that regulates the voltage flow  
                                through your circuit 
                                 
Resistor                  a component that limits the flow of electricity                 
                                 in your circuit  DT APRON 



Design & Technology - Resistant Materials
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Food and Nutrition

KS3 Y7 Food Tech Knowledge Organiser 

 

The 4 key 
Temperature

s for 
Bacteria 
activity 

    KEYWORDS 
Nutrition 
Hygiene 
Infestation 
Dormant 
Hazard 
Microorganism 
Contamination 
Saturated 
Dense 
Restrictions 

 
 
 

Hazards in the food room 
1. Physical hazard 2. Hygiene hazard 3. Infestation 

hazard 
75° 

 
5°-63° Danger 

Zone 

 
0°-5° Sluggish 

 
-18° Dormant 

 

4Cs: Always 
wash and dry 
your hands 
properly. 

Keep 
everything 

clean 

4Cs: Keep 
raw meat 

and cooked 
foods apart 

to avoid 
cross 

contami-
nation 

4Cs: Cook 
food 

properly! 
You must 
make sure 
foods like 
‘meat’ are 
cooked in 

the middle. 

4Cs: Store 
food at 

the correct 
temp. 

Keep it 
chilly silly. 

Physical hazard: 
can cause harm 
with contact. A 
door left open, spill 
on floor 

Hygiene Hazard: 
microorganisms’ (tiny 
living things) e.g. bacteria/ 
germs 

Infestation 
Hazard: Food left 
out could 
encourage pests 
e.g. mice or ants  

    
8 Tips for healthy eating 
1. Base your meals on starchy foods. 
2. Eat lots of fruit and veg. 
3. Eat more fish. 
4. Cut down on saturated fat and sugar. 
5. Try to eat less salt – not more than 6g a 

day. 
6. Get active and try to be a healthy weight. 
7. Drink plenty of water. 
8. Don’t skip breakfast. 

Nutrient Dense 
Foods= 

Energy Dense 
Foods= 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
The Eatwell Guide is based on the 5 food 
groups and shows how much of what you eat 
should come from each group.  
The 5 different groups are:  
Fruit & Veg (F&V) – Starchy Carbs SC) – Protein 
(P) – Dairy & Alternatives (D&A) – Oils & Spreads 
(O&S)  

 
 

 
 

 
See FoodTech 101 for all KS3 practicals 

5 Things bacteria need to 
thrive: 
1. Plenty of moisture 
2. Plenty of food 
3. Warm temperature 
4. Correct PH (not too acidic or too alkali) 
5. Enough time 
 

 

Allergies and Intolerances: 
• Dairy 
• Eggs 
• Peanuts 
• Shellfish 
• Gluten  
• Yeast  

F&V 
Vits. & 

Mineral
s 

SC 
Energy 

P 
Build & 
Repair 

muscles 

D&A 
Calc-
ium 

F&O 
Fat soluble 
vitamins. 
Insulation 

SDN=Special Dietary Needs & Restrictions: Vegetarian, 
Vegan, Pescatarian, Lacto Vegetarian, Lactose Intolerance, Kosha, Halal  
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Drama - The Island

Y7 Drama – The Island – HT4 – Knowledge Organiser Stage types:

Key Techniques:

Improvisation: Improvisation is the 
activity of making or doing 
something not planned 
beforehand.

Spontaneous Improvisation: When 
an actor(s) performs ‘on the spot’ 
with no script or prior rehearsal.

Polished Improvisation: When an 
actor(s) performs a piece of drama 
with no script and a very short 
amount of time to rehearse 
beforehand.

Role Play: When an actor takes on 
the role of a character, and uses 
spontaneous improvisation to 
mimic the actions/ behaviours of 
that character. 

Whole Class Role Play: Where the 
whole class or a large group, work 
together using spontaneous 
improvisation to create a piece of 
drama. This may include  
negotiation, problem solving and 
leadership skills from one or more 
pupils. 

Key Vocabulary:

Vocal Projection: the volume of your voice
Vocal Tone: The ‘colour’ or emotion of your voice
Blocking: The decisions made by actors/ directors about where 
actors should stand on stage and how they should move/ act.
Levels: Heights used by actors on stage to create interest for the 
audience.
Symbolism
Themes: big ideas that are presented within a story/ play
Non-naturalism: techniques used in Drama that are unrealistic. 
E.g. still image/ mime/ thought-tracking
Narration: a spoken commentary to the audience about the play
Sustain Character: the ability to stay in character (no corpsing)
Unison: Speaking or moving at exactly the same time as one or 
more actors.
Physical Theatre: Using your body to tell a story rather than 
words/ Creating objects on stage using your body

Remember: 

• When blocking your performances, you 
must be mindful never to show your back to 
the audience for longer than necessary.

• Before you begin your rehearsal, pick and 
agree on where your audience will be.

• Use diagonal positioning when speaking to 
another character on stage so that the 
audience can still see your facial expressions 
clearly. 

• Aim to face the audience as much as 
possible – this means that the audience gets 
the most out of your vocal projection and 
will be able to hear you clearly at all times.


