
Scientist or Christian…? 

I came across these quotes recently: 

“Would you rather live in a world without technology or in a world without religion? Would 
you rather live without medicine, electricity, transportation, and antibiotics or without 

zealots waging war over fictional tales and imaginary spirits?” 

“The Church’s systematic murder, imprisonment, and denunciation of some of history’s 
most brilliant scientific minds delayed human progress by at least a century.” 

“I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not understanding the 
world.” 

How would you answer the first question, I wonder? And the latter two are wrong. Belief 
in God pioneered science! Looking back to the origins of science and the formation of the 
Royal Society historical commentators note that:  

“Men became scientific because they expected laws in nature and they expected laws in 
nature because they believed in a creator.” 

Laws of nature (motion, electromagnetic, gravity, optics, thermodynamics etc) that do not 
change make science possible. Men of old believed in a creator and [natural] law giver, and 
so knew they were able to investigate the world, indeed solar system, in which they lived. 

Take Johannes Kepler for example. He wrote: 
“I had every intention of becoming a theologian, but now I see how God is, by my 

endeavours, also glorified in astronomy…” 

As he studied and grew to understand the laws of planetary motion he wrote: 
“I am thinking God’s thoughts after him!” 

He is one of many great scientists whose belief in God lead them to investigate our world – 
men like: Copernicus, Faraday, Boyle, Mendel, Kelvin, Maxwell, Newton. They all took 
inspiration from this verses like this in the Bible: 

“Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered [studied] by all who delight in 
them.” Psalm 111:2 

I started with this quote / question: 
“Would you rather live in a world without technology…or in a world without religion…?” 

It is a false dichotomy. We live in a world with medicine, electricity, transportation and 
antibiotics because there are unchanging laws of nature that God established at creation. 
(The alternative is for the Big Bang to create order, but explosions (and that is what the Big 
Bang was) always produce the opposite – chaos and randomness.) 

Your iPhone works because the laws of nature don’t change. You can get on a plane and fly 
off on holiday because the laws of aerodynamics mean that every time a plane reaches a 
certain velocity along the runway it will be able to take off. 

The next time you use your iPhone or fly or use a microwave, pause and thank God that we 
live in world that is ordered and governed by laws of nature that do not change. 


